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Remembering the fallen from all wars
 In what has recently become a tradition,
the Cape Fear Chapter was honored to
participate in Fayetteville’s Memorial Day
Ceremony at the Freedom Memorial Park.

President Ira Watkins and members
Army Maj. Sobana Somaratna and retired
Air Force Capt. Tim Peedin presented a
wreath honoring the service members who
died during the Global War on Terrorism.

Master of ceremonies Don Talbot
recognized the chapter’s financial
contribution in donating more than $25,000
during the 1987 fund drive.  The Cape Fear
Chapter was the single largest contributor to
the county-wide effort to add a monument
to the park located across the street from the
Airborne and Special Operations Museum.

(Left to right) President Ira Watkins and
members Army Maj. Sobana Somaratna and
retired Air Force Capt. Tim Peedin presented
a wreath honoring service members who
died during America’s long Global War on
Terrorism.  They participated in the May 27
Memorial Day Ceremony at Fayetteville’s
Freedom Memorial Park. (Photos by Don
Gersh)Inscription on CFC MOAA’s wreath
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Retired Army Maj. Ira M. Watkins
(910) 308-7702    president@cfmoaa.org

Kudos to the chapter for May’s work

As we leave the cooler days of May and
move to the much warmer days of June,
we can all reflect with pride on the chap-

ter’s accomplishments last month.  They indeed
supported the core principles of our organization.

Our scholarship awards luncheon was
again a huge success thanks in large part to the
adept efforts of Rich Underwood and Marty Wil-
liams.

For the first time, we had all the Senior
ROTC scholarship recipients attend along with
JROTC cadets.  Our guest speaker, Retired Army
Lt. Col. James S. Shutt from the 4th Brigade
ROTC, provided great insight into the operations
and challenges of ROTC at the college level.

The chapter awarded two $2,000 scholar-
ships and seven $1,500 scholarships at the lun-
cheon.  The Mash House was again an excellent
host.
ROTC GRANTS

Fifteen JROTC units received financial
grants from the chapter during May.  The finan-
cial grants, totaling approximately $8,000, will
make it economically feasible for cadets to partic-
ipate in various leadership training camps during
the summer.

Many thanks to the members who stepped
forwarded in May and attended JROTC functions
to present the MOAA Leadership Awards to de-
serving cadets.  Kudos to Marty Williams for co-
ordinating chapter member support of JROTC
awards activity throughout the school year.

Professional, creative and dedicated work
by Juan Chavez on the chapter’s website and elec-
tronic newsletter resulted in the chapter being
awarded 5-Star MOAA Colonel Marvin J. Harris
Communication Awards for 2018 for the sixth
consecutive year.  The awards were presented to
the chapter on May 18 by the president of the
North Carolina Council of Chapters at the quar-
terly meeting in Flat Rock.

The Memorial Day Ceremony at Freedom
Memorial Park was well attended by the commu-
nity and members of several veterans’ organiza-
tions.  The guest speaker, who delivered a great
message, was Col. Andrew O. Saslav, command-
er of 1st Brigade Combat Team of the 82nd Air-
borne Division.

Many thanks to chapter members Army
Chaplain (Maj.) Sobana Somaratna and Retired
Air Force Capt. Timothy Peedin for assisting me
in the ceremonial laying of the wreath at the
Global War on Terrorism Monument.

As we move into June, one of the issues
we all want to keep an eye on is the Defense De-
partment’s initiative to eliminate 18,000 military
medical positions.  This force reduction is in re-
sponse to massive reforms mandated in the fiscal
2017 National Defense Authorization Act to stan-
dardize and streamline the delivery of military
medicine.

The bottom line is a reduction in military
medical positions of this size is likely to adversely
impact upon both active and retired communities.
For more information on this issue, go to the
MOAA home page (www.moaa.org) and search

(Continues on next page)
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and are in consonance with MOAA’s.  Advertising and sponsorship are accepted based on
MOAA policies and standards.

Editor may be reached at (910) 624-4597 or editor@cfmoaa.org
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MOAA “Take Action” http://www.moaa.org/take Action/

Membership Open to active duty, former,retired, and National Guard and Reserve
commissioned and warrant officers of the uniformed services or their surviving spouses.
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Retired Army Lt. Col. Don Gersh
    (910) 624-4597 editor@cfmoaa.org

 Iron Mike Chapter has support

I was going to write this
column two months ago, but
there was news that

outranked it.

So this month I am happy to
report that my suggestion of
several months ago to rename
our local MOAA organization
“The Iron Mike Chapter” has
the support of several of our
senior members!

 As shown in the photo on
the right, we proudly place Iron
Mike on the chapter’s
prestigious DeMeter Service
Award.

 I hope to generate more
support and hope we will be
able to present a motion to the
general membership at
November’s annual general
membership meeting.

 Let me
hear from you
whether you
agree or not.

 Thank
you,

   Don

(Continued from last page)
for the MOAA Newsletter dated May 23, 2019,
subject:  Deep Cuts are Coming to Military
Medicine, by Captain Kathryn M. Beasley,
USN (Ret).
     Two more significant events during June are
the Army’s 244th birthday on June 14, followed

by Father’s Day on June 16th.  On the latter
note, I close with Happy Father’s Day to all the
dads out there.

               Ira

Iron Mike
stands atop
the DeMeter
Service
Award



  Retired Army Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Timothy Atkinson
 (910) 978-3541     Chaplain@cfmoaa.org

Think and Live Outside the Box
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Now unto Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all
we ask or think according to the power that  works within us.” -

Ephesians 3:20

I’m reading a good book by
Bill Johnson called The Way
of Life, and he says in it that

the difference between secular
and sacred should not be a big
deal for us.

This is one example of
thinking outside the box. Our
scripture says that God can do
above all we can ask, or think,
and can far exceed it.

Thinking outside the box is a
metaphor that means to think
differently, unconventionally, or
from a new perspective. This
phrase often refers to novel or
creative thinking.

In CFC MOAA we have
new leadership at the board
level.   We have a new
beginning in our approach to
things, and I’m glad to see us
moving forward for our country
and its outstanding service
members.

We all need to “think outside
the box.” I remember saying
seven words:“We’ve never done
it that way before.”

I know my church will
remain, but it is good to be
geared to the times.  I believe we
will do that at CFC MOAA as
we serve one another.

On the sacred and secular
topic, I would like to share
more.  This has been an outside
the box subject for me
personally, and I hope produces
some growth.

First, writer Bill Johnson
says that three words that Jesus
coined for his kingdom help us
understand what he was about to
do. They are apostle, church,
and Paul.

Apostle was a Greek term
which describes the lead ship in
an armada of ships.  The
intention of this Roman
apostolic term was to create in
this new land something so
similar to Rome that if the
Emperor were to visit, he would
feel at home.

Jesus chose this secular term to
help us to understand, as in the
Lord’s prayer more clearly--”on

earth as it is in heaven.” We are
to be apostles and transform
culture by love.

    Then the term church is the
Greek word ekklesia, which
means a secular institution
operating in the marketplace in a
governmental capacity.

Jesus said ‘where two or
three are gathered together in
my name I am with them.’

Bill Johnson says “it’s two
or three, who exist in the
marketplace, bringing
governmental influence. What
government?  The Kingdom of
God-- His government.”

It is in the marketplace
“setting that we find the
Kingdom of God has an effect
on its surroundings like leaven
does on a lump of dough,” pages
97-98.

     And lastly, the name Paul,
who was the most notable
person in the  New Testament
besides Jesus, was a very secular
name given to him.
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His Hebrew name was Saul, but that is not
what he went by in his transformation of
culture.

“He received the honor of a secular name
to increase his impact on the Gentile world,”
page  99.

Bill Johnson says that the picture of Jesus
using secular words to reveal His Kingdom
purposes is a wonderful look into the
sovereignty of God.  He says we must be in the
marketplace with the faith that the Holy Spirit
will guide, protect, and empower us to make a
difference.

He says this is a primary factor in our
becoming transformational people and that like
Jesus, we cannot be afraid of the secular but
influence it with salt and light.

May God help us to not hide our talents but
use them in the world for Him and know that
He is able to keep us and help us to think
creatively “outside the box.”

Tim

www.cfmoaa.org Like us on Facebook

FINANCIAL PLANNING I INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT I TRUST

Steve Mannell
Chief Financial
O cer

For more information
910-307-3501
smannell@aafmaa.com

Carrie Clark
Senior Relationship
Manager

For more
information 910-307-
3511
cclark@aafmaa.com

Exclusively serving current and former

639 Executive Pl, Fayetteville, NC

RETIREMENT
CAN BE

wealth.aafmaa.com
AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC
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NC MOAA Council
Convention

Details, Changes and Exceptions

        Full Meal Plan                 $135 per person
            Friday Luau only                 $55
                          Saturday Banquet Only  $80
                Children under 12 and older than 5    $50 Five and under are free
                          Friday Luau only  `  $20
                          Saturday Banquet Only  $30

Drink tickets are $5 and may be redeemed at check-in for cash.  That way no extra lists
need to be maintained.

Breakfasts on Saturday morning and Sunday morning are included.

Special dietary requests are to be made with the payment.

Final count must be made to the hotel one week prior to the event, so cancellations after
Thursday, October 11th cannot be refunded.

Thank you Jack Cox for the many
years of service you gave to military and
family members at the Fort Bragg USO.
Congratulations on your well-deserved
“retirement.”
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NC MOAA Council Convention

and Family Getaway October 18, 19 and 20
Enjoy a long weekend (two nights, three days) with

friends and family at Atlantic Beach DoubleTree, by Hilton,
October 18, 19 and 20 (Friday, Saturday and Sunday)
sponsored by the NC Council of Military Officers Association
of America (MOAA). The DoubleTree is an ocean-front hotel,
nestled on a quiet stretch of Atlantic Beach near Morehead
City. Every room features a balcony with ocean views.
Explore the miles of inviting, sandy beaches steps from this
Atlantic Beach hotel. See hotel web site for more details.

The NC Council of Chapters has hosted a convention every other year as a social event, in place of it’s
normal business meeting as a chance to relax, have fun,and enjoy a historic or vacation venue. This year is
especially note worthy as nature has thrown hurricanes and difficulties at recent Council meetings. Invitation
is open to all MOAA Chapter Members and their families, friends and colleagues. Make this a family vacation.
Any and all are welcomed! This is a family friendly event with lots to do and plenty of free time. There will be
a short meeting on Saturday morning to provide information on the activities available in the area, an update
on MOAA Council status and general information pertinent to the weekend.

Additional information: Standard
rooms are ocean view at $139 per night plus tax. Upgrade
to ocean front or ocean front suite for an additional
charge. Reservations may be made directly with the hotel
at 252-222-4010 or via web link. Mention MOAA Fall
Meeting for discounted room rates, available through
September 18, 2019. Arrive early or stay after at the same
reduced rate. Call the hotel for more details.

Meals at the hotel are bundled in one price of $135
per person. Included are the Friday evening arrival Luau
buffet and Saturday dinner and banquet and two breakfasts.
Two drink tickets per person are included for Friday and
Saturday evening meals. Children under 12 are $50 for both
meals, age 5 and under are free. Make meal reservations by
completing the form below and mail before September 18th,
as directed in the form.

Lunches are on your own Saturday and Sunday. Great seafood, as well as other menu item are available
on the beach, in Morehead City and in the local area.
-----------------------------------------------------------------Cut-Here -------------------------------------------------------------
Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________________

Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________________
Number of meal plans at $135 each person Total Amount Enclosed ___________________
Indicate any special dietary needs.
Make Checks Payable to MOAA NC Council and mail before September 18, 2019 to
Col Ed Baisden, USA Ret, 15001 Searstone Dr, Apt 305 Cary NC 27513-8393



Activities in the Atlantic Beach area includes Ft. Macon, a key Civil War fort and one of the most visited parks in North
Carolina. The NC Aquarium is located in Pine Knoll Shores where thousands of aquatic animals take you on a journey
from the state’s grand peaks to the open Atlantic, much as a raindrop makes its way to the ocean.

Crystal Coast Country Club is located just south of the hotel and is nestled among one of the few remaining maritime
forests on the southern Outer Banks offering spectacular wide angle views of the Bogue Sound and the intracoastal
waterway. It is an 18 hole regulation course of 5,900+ yards owith a par 71. The course was designed by Maurice
Brackett and opened in 1970. Historic Morehead City is 10 minutes away, across the Atlantic Beach Bridge. Enjoy
boutique  shops,  enticing  eateries  or  watch  the  docks  to  see  the  day’s  big  catch. Morehead City was incorporated in
1861, as an effort to eastablsh a port city by Governor Morehead. Visit the History Museum of Carteret County for
information on all the important events of the county and detailed history of the area throughout the centuries.

Cedar Island is just under an hours drive and is a series of low islands and marshes privately owned by longtime residents
and functions as a wild horse sanctuary. For more than a century—and quite possibly much longer—herds of 100–200
bays, chestnuts, buckskins, and blacks lived wild in these marshes, sharing the abundant forage with other wildlife. T h e
Cedar Island National Wildlife Preserve is home to several different types of animals, including the re- introduced red wolf.
Cedar Island is the departure point for the car ferry to Ocracoke Island, a trip of just over two hours. Check the NC Ferry
Schedule. The Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point is 40 minutes away in Havelock. Visit the Exchange, play golf at the
Sound of Freedom Golf Course, visit the Aviation Museum.

Contact your MOAA Chapter President if you have questions.
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Surviving
Spouse
Liaison
●Successful

candidate may be
member or
member’s spouse

●Candidate may be
male or female

●Position is
mandated by
MOAA

●Liaison serves on
the chapter’s
board of directors

●Functions as a
point-of-contact
for surviving
spouse issues

●Coordinates
directly with
national MOAA’s
Surviving Spouse
Advisory
Committee; and

●Provides
information for
dealing with
questions or
problems
concerning
surviving
spouse issues,
to include
legislation and
benefits
information

●Position is
vacant

●Board of
directors meet
the first
Tuesday of each
month in the
Iron Mike
Conference
Center from 10
a.m. to noon

●Candidates
should contact
Ira Watkins at
(910) 308-7702
or president@
cfmoaa.org

Webmaster
●Candidate must

be self-starter

●Positions is
responsible for
designing,
developing and
maintaining the
chapter’s
website and
electronic news
media

●Must be able to
generate news
stories and
write the copy
for A Gram of
Info

●Position
requires
knowledge of
posting copy
and photos on
line

●Must be
familiar with
requisite
software
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Webmaster
(continued)
●Successful

candidate may
be member or
member’s
spouse

●Liaison serves
on the chapter’s
board of
directors

●Board of
directors meet
the first
Tuesday of each
month in the
Iron Mike
Conference
Center from 10
a.m. to noon

●Candidates
should contact
Ira Watkins at
(910) 308-7702
or president@
cfmoaa.org

Volunteers
needed to
staff USO

Lounge at
Fayetteville Airport

We recently lost some of our long-serving
USO volunteers due to age and/or medical limita-
tions, and we need young and enthusiastic folks to
replace them.

If you are tired of your sedentary life style,
and wish to get out of the house and do something
physical, worthwhile, self-fulfilling and fun please
consider signing up as a USO volunteer – WE
NEED YOU!

Getting more of our chapter members active-
ly involved in service projects in support of our
military and their families here at Fort Bragg helps
promote chapter cohesion, esprit de corps, and a
sense of purpose.

USO volunteerism is by no means new to
our chapter.  Since the USO center at the Fayette-
ville Regional Airport opened in November 2011, a
small number of our chapter members (11 to 14)
have volunteered their services as USO stewards at
the airport lounge.

The number has remained relatively con-
stant, with only 12 currently serving. Our goal is to
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get that number up to around 20 or 24
to embellish this chapter-sponsored
endeavor.

The Fayetteville Airport USO
Center is behind security on the sec-
ond floor of the airport.

The center is 100% operated by
volunteers who have gone through the
badging process and are dedicated to
keeping the center open, available,
and a comfortable center for our trav-
eling military and their families.

At this time, the USO needs
dependable volunteers who are willing
to commit to at least two 4-hour peri-
ods per month serving in the center;
you make your own schedule.

There is also a dire need for volun-
teers to work at the Fort Bragg USO
Center located in the Soldier Support
Center at Fort Bragg.

If you are interested, please
complete the initial steps
at "http://www.volunteers.uso.org/a
nd then, email Brian Knight at Send
e-mail to get your application process
moving forward.

Please let Brian know that you
are a member of the Cape Fear Chap-
ter, MOAA.

George Blanc at Work at the Fort
Bragg USO Office

Dave & Dot Miller in Action at
Fayetteville Airport USO Center



Revised Nov 2016

Initial Application Renewal ____ Date

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

I am ___ a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse  (Please fill in the above information but show
Your deceased spouse’s rank and branch of

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for the Chapter’s ROTC Scholarship Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues:  $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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…We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and

representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every

stage of their career...

visit our website at:
www.cfmoaa.org

 4 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at
  Iron Mike Conference Center, 1000 hours

   14 - Flag Day
   14 - US Army established 1775
   21 - Father’s Day

 2 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at
  Iron Mike Conference Center, 1000 hours
 4 - Independence Day

 4 - US Coast Guard established 1790
 6 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at
  Iron Mike Conference Center, 1000 hours

 3 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at
  Iron Mike Conference Center, 1000 hours
11 - Patriot Day

17 - Constitution Day
17 - US Citizenship day
18 - US Air Force established 1947
21 - POW/MIA Recognition Day
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